Nu-lok’s roofing system selected for prestigious racing stables in Cheshire


In 2007 Cambridge-based KWA Architects, specialists in equine and related buildings, was called upon to develop a future proof design for a new, purpose-built thoroughbred training establishment in the heart of rural Cheshire.  The requirement was for a minimum of 60 boxes plus ancillary spaces for horse use, staff accommodation and office accommodation. There were two phases of work with the first phase being the conversion of existing buildings.

The site in Hampton near Chester was a former farm with a derelict barn adjacent to a pond. The old building was demolished and the pond used as a feature around which the new accommodation and offices were designed. To the rear of the accommodation and administration block are new stables which lead directly to the gallop and other training facilities.
 
For the stables’ roof KWA specified Nu-lok’s unique, patented roofing system.  David Halford, Architect at KWA Architects, explained: “The design had natural slates to comply with planning requirements. On some buildings these were fixed over timber trusses and on others over Kingspan TS panels. We checked the website then discussed the requirements with Nu-lok to ensure that it was suitable for all these applications and roof forms before specifying the Nu-lok system.”
 
Nu-lok’s roofing system is based upon 1.2mm gauge galvanised steel battens that are ideally suited for the metal top sheet of the Kingspan KS1000 TS Tile Support System. There is no need for timber counter battens on top of the insulated panels, which saves time and cost.  Nu-lok metal battens provide additional strength and stiffening to the entire roof installation and a safe and strong ladder way for roof tilers.
 

40% reduction in slates
KWA’s David Halford continued: “We were also considering traditional battens and slates for the stables’ roof, but opted for Nu-lok’s system due to the significant saving in the number of slates required.” 
 
Around 30,000 natural Spanish slates were fixed on to the roof of the stables, covering an area of 2700m².  Due to Nu-lok’s specially designed link channels eliminating the need for double-lapping of slates (water passing through the gaps between slates is automatically routed on to the surface of the slate below), this total number of slates represents a 40 % reduction compared to traditionally fixed slates, which proved to be a major cost saving for the client.

 In addition, Nu-lok’s Permian First slates come with a 75 year guarantee and comply to A1, S1 and T1 of the EN 12326 standard, which is critical in providing the best slate. 
 
Halford continued: “What we particularly liked about Nu-lok is the fact it looks like a traditional roof, but uses a lot less slate.”

 A first for Nu-lok in Europe
The roofing contractor selected to fit the roof of the new racing yard in Cheshire was Roofrite (Shropshire), for whom the project also served as an introduction to Nu-lok.  Alan Holt of Roofrite said:  “I have to admit that I always have reservations about working with a new roofing product, especially having seen KWA’s architectural plans, which showed the offices with a complex roof incorporating lots of curves. The centre-pin area of the building, to host clients, has a horseshoe shaped feature, so my first reaction was how could such a system with rigid materials cope with these curves?”
 
Holt continued: “However, my initial fears were quickly overcome as we applied our extensive roofing experience to Nu-lok’s innovative and easy-to-use system, using hips and valleys to create the required curves.  Because Nu-lok is no ordinary roofing system, it worked well in forming the roof hips and has provided a neat, sharp mitred hip line - better than we could have hoped for.  The end result looks stunning, and extremely tidy.  I would have no hesitation in using Nu-lok again, as it is so fast and easy to install, with fantastic results.” 
 
Mitred cuts were used at these stables to all external and internal octagonal sections. This had never previously been achieved outside of Australia, hence marked a first for Nu-lok in Europe.

Stables finished on time – and on budget

Construction work on the stables started in July 2008 and finished in November of the same year.  The 2700m² roof was completed within budget and time constraints, while also exceeding everyone’s expectations in terms of the stunning end result.
 
So what’s next for the prestigious thoroughbred training establishment? It is expanding at a controlled pace, in order to maintain the attention to detail that the owners’ pride themselves on.  Currently housing 30 horses, the stables designed by KWA will accommodate 60 horses so there is plenty of room for additional horses to train, as and when the time is right.
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About Nu-lok Roofing Systems

Founded in Australia in 1990, Nu-lok Roofing Systems is a market-leading global roofing company, with offices throughout Europe, America and the Pacific.  Nu-lok™’s patented fixing system is the most efficient way to install a slate roof, replacing traditional wooden battens with a lightweight, galvanised steel grid system.  
 
Nu-lok’s system was awarded a gold medal at the International Exhibition of Inventions and New Products in Geneva, and has since gone on to receive praise from builders, architects and homeowners the world over.  Nu-lok offers an unprecedented 50 year written guarantee against colour fade and structural defects on its roofs.  For further information visit: http://www.nu-lok.com/uk/  
 
Nu-lok has a sister company, called Green Frog Solar, which provides sustainable solutions including solar photovoltaic (PV) panels and a solar hot water system. These products fit and retrofit seamlessly with Nu-lok’s award-winning roofing system.  For further information visit: http://www.greenfrogsolar.com/  
 
For information about KWA Architects visit: http://www.stabledesigner.co.uk
 
For information about Roofrite (Shropshire) visit: http://www.roofriteltd.co.uk
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